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AAZIOB THOUGHT AND EXPERIENCE:
THEMES IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF MIND

Book 5 Consciousness
Keith Frankish

Consciousness seems to present the biggest challenge for a
science of the mind. Can science explain the feel of conscious
experience — what it is like to have a throbbing headache, or see
a sunset, or smell freshly ground coffee? Are such experiences
just complex physical phenomena or is there more to them than
a physical account can ever capture? Can we explain
consciousness in functional terms? Is the feel of a conscious
experience a matter of what it represents? Is it the product of a
form of inner awareness? Could it be that our view of
consciousness is mistaken and that we need to rethink our
assumptions about it? These questions go to the heart of our
conception of ourselves and our place in the universe, and they
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